
 

WATERLOO HISTORICAL Preservation AGENDA 

 

WATERLOO HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 

WATERLOO, IOWA 

REGULAR MEETING – 4:30 P.M.  

Tuesday, February 19, 2019 

First Floor Conference Room, City Hall 

 
General Rules for Public Participation 

 

1. The presentation order for all new or old business agenda items shall be as follows: a) Staff report, 

b) Applicant’s presentation, c) Opinions of interested citizens, d) Applicant’s rebuttal, e) 

Commission discussion. 

2. Interested citizens may address any item on the agenda when that item is being discussed.  

3. Interested citizens may speak one (1) time per item.  Please limit your comments to approximately ten 

(10) minutes.  Although generally discouraged, at the discretion of the Chair, interested citizens may 

be allowed to speak more than once per item. 

4. The “Oral Presentations” section of the agenda is an opportunity to address items not on the agenda.  

An individual may speak to one (1) non-agenda issue per meeting for a maximum of approximately 

ten (10) minutes.  Official action cannot be taken by the Commission at that time; however the topic 

may be placed on a future agenda or referred to the appropriate department. 

5. Keep comments germane and refrain from personal, impertinent or slanderous remarks and 

repetitious information. 

6. All comments and requests for information shall be directed towards the chair, and not towards 

individuals in the audience. All comments shall be in keeping with proper and courteous conduct. 

7. If handouts are to be provided, you are encouraged to deliver them to the Planning and Zoning 

Department at least 24 hours prior to the meeting to be distributed to Commission members.  If not 

possible to be pre-delivered, you are encouraged to bring ten (10) sets of all handouts for 

Commission and staff.  A minimum of one (1) copy of any handout (including original pictures) 

must be retained by staff for the official record of the request. 
 

The chair shall take whatever action is necessary to ensure that these rules are observed and the meeting 

proceeds in an orderly fashion. 

 
 

I.  Approval of Agenda. 

 

II.  Approval of Minutes of the January 15, 2019 meeting 

 

III.  Oral Presentations 

 

IV.  Hearings 

 

No Hearings  

 

 

 

 

 

 



VI.  Reports 

 

1. Main Street 

2. Silos and Smokestacks 

3. Grout Museum 

4. Update on Buildings 

5. Update on Projects 

6. Highland Neighborhood 

 

VII.  Discussion Items/Possible Action Items 

  

1. 2019 Awards Banquet 

2. Possible Award Winners 

3. 2019 School Art Project 

4. Preservation Iowa  June 6-8
th
 in Newton  

5. Design Guidelines 

6. City of Waterloo Most Endangered Buildings List 2019 

7. City owned properties/Demo List  

8. Action Plan 

9. Website Update 

10. FAQ’s  

11. Publications and Maps  

 

VIII.  Adjournment 
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WATERLOO HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 

REGULAR MEETING – January 15, 2019– 4:30 P.M. 

Mollenhoff Conference Room, City Hall 

 
Ottesen called the regular meeting of the City of Waterloo Historic Preservation Commission meeting to 

order at 4:30 p.m.  

 

Commission Members in attendance were: Miller, Ottesen, Stevens, Price, and Jenson.  

 

Commission Member(s) absent were: Jaacks 

 

Others Present: Pat Morrissey – City Council Representative, EJ Gallagher – Grout Liaison, Noel 

Anderson – Director of Planning and Community Development, John Dornoff – Planning Staff, and 1 

citizen.  

.  

Approval of Agenda   
 

Motion made by Jenson, seconded by Morehouse to approve the agenda of the January 15, 2019 

regular meeting. Motion carried unanimously.  

 

Approval of Minutes 

 

Motion made by Jenson, seconded by Miller to approve the minutes of the December 18, 2018 meeting. 

Motions passed unanimously.   

 

Election of Officers  

 

Motion made by Jenson, seconded by Price to appoint Ed Ottesen Chairperson of the Historic 

Preservation Commission for the term ending December 31, 2019. Motion carried unanimously.  

 

Motion made by Jenson, seconded by Morehouse to appoint Susan Price Vice-Chairperson of the 

Historic Preservation Commission for the term ending December 31, 2019. Motion carried 

unanimously.  

 

Hearings 

 

Request for a Certificate of Appropriateness for an outdoor patio at the Courtyard by 

Marriott at Techworks  
 

Dornoff read the staff report.  

 

Price asked of the pictures are representative of what the coverings will look like to which the 

applicant said yes.  

 

The applicant mentioned that they tried to match what was on the other side of the hotel. Jenson 

asked if they had come to the commission for that approval but Ottesen noted it was most likely 

during the construction phase.  

 

Ottesen noted that the patio would match the industrial background of the building.  
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Motion made by Miller, seconded by Price to approve the request for a Certificate of 

Appropriateness. Motion passed unanimously.  

 

Approval of the CLG Report for 2018 
 

Dornoff went over the report.  

 

Motion made by Stevens, seconded by Price to approve the CLG Report for 2018. Motion 

passed unanimously.  

 

Approval of FAQ’s  

 

The FAQ’s were handed out as part of the packet and Dornoff thanked Jenson and Ottesen for 

sending their changes to him and they were incorporated into the final product.  

 

Dornoff noted that before they are posted he will send them to the Highland Neighborhood 

Association President Joyce Oaks.  

 

Motion made by Jenson, seconded by Price to approve the publishing of the FAQ’s on the 

website. Motion passed unanimously.  

 
Reports 

 
1. Main Street 

 

There have been no design reviews in the last month. New design guidelines are being reviewed. 

Main Street is looking for flower sponsorship. Main Street will soon be getting ready for spring 

clean-up. Main Street is also going to be expanding its design review area which will come into 

conflict with the US 218 Design Corridor. The has been discussions about making the current 

commercial historic districts into Locally Designated Districts but that could cause issues with 

having multiple groups having to review applications.  

 

Stevens stated that she felt that the commercial corridor should extend up East 4
th

 street beyond 

KWWL. Ottesen noted that it was getting into mostly residential that Main Street doesn’t want to 

review. Dornoff noted that the Walnut Historic Nomination could affect any Main Street 

expansion but once that project is done then the commission will have a better idea on what 

direction to take.  

 
2. Silos and Smokestacks.  

 

No Report.  

 

Stevens noted that we rarely hear form Silos and Smokestacks. Ottesen noted that they are 

Federal Funded so they could currently be shut down..  

 
3. Grout Museum 

 

There is a temporary exhibit at the Grout featuring music of the Cedar Valley.  
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4. Building Update 

 

Dornoff noted that he has heard rumors that the Holmes family may have had enough of their church and 

be looking to get out of it.  

 

Dornoff stated as noted in the article in the Courier that St. Mary’s Villa is now in the hands of the city. 

The rectory will need to come down due to needed improvements on Virden Creek. The School/Church 

has been empty since 2006 or so with no power so it is bad shape but the city is trying to talk possible 

developers.  

 

5. Project Update 

 

Dornoff said that Walnut Survey should be going to the State National Review Committee in 

June. He also noted that the firm that was contracted to do the study has been bought out by a 

larger firm. 

 

Research Summaries are currently underway for the Smokey Row Survey. Dornoff noted that 

last month Mr. Pearson said the commission had not done any of its volunteer hours however, he 

pointed out that when the commission met last month 95 of the 100 required volunteer hours had 

been done. He noted that as of the latest report sent to the SHPO office 150 volunteer hours of 

the 100 needed have been done.  

 

Price asked about the Civil Rights grant project to which Dornoff answered that they are 

currently doing research but should be hearing more from them come spring time. Stevens asked 

for their contact information.  

 

6. Highland  

 

Miller said the plaques arrived and when the weather warms they will be put up. Miller asked 

about the Trolley stop to which Dornoff said the budget process is still on going. Miller also 

asked about a fence for Chris Schwartz and said a roof is being put on at 204 Alta Vista.  

 
Discussion Items/Possible Actin Items 

 

1. Banquet 2019 

 

A tentative date of May 8
th
 was set for the awards banquet.  

 

Morehouse suggested a moment in time for caterer since Bryan’s on 4
th
 closed last year. Morehouse will 

also check with the Grout about using their facilities again.  

 

2. Possible Award Winners 

 

Dornoff attached a list of potential award winners to the packet. Dornoff will also do press release to the 

media contacts so that the public can suggest winners between February 1
st
 and March 1

st
.  

 

3. School Art Project 

 

Stevens stated that she did not get the information from last year from Dornoff so he will resend it to her 

this week.  

 











Waterloo Historic Preservation Commission 

Action Plan  

 

Goal A: Creating Partnerships and Alliances:  

 

1. At the beginning of each year, the prepared list proposed in item one will 

be updated as necessary.  

2. The prepared list of community organizations proposed in item one will 

receive an invitation to the Commission’s Historic Preservation Awards 

ceremony, open to members of the community organization.  

3. By May 31, 2019, the commission will prepare a list of community 

organizations to forge informal alliances with to further common goals of 

historic preservation in Waterloo.  

4. By December 31, 2019 a member of the Commission will correspond, 

through email, writing, telephone, or face-to-face communication, with a 

president or board member of at least one of the identified community 

organizations.  

5. By December 31, 2019, a member of the Commission will attend a 

member meeting of at least one of the identified community 

organizations and introduce themselves and the purpose, mission 

statement and goals of the Commission.  

6. By December 31, 2019 a member of the commission will correspond, 

through email, writing, telephone, or face-to-face communication, with a 

president or board member of at least two of the identified community 

organizations.  

7. Be December 31, 2019, a member of the Commission will attend a 

member of the meeting of at least one other of the identified community 

organizations and introduce themselves and the purpose, mission, 

statement and goals of the Commission.  

8. By July 31, 2020 the commission will support through preparation of 

literature, promotional material, or sponsorship, a Waterloo historic tour 

created and led by the Cedar Valley Historic Society.  

 

 

Goal B: Identify, Evaluate and Protect:  

 

1. By April 30, 2017 the Commission will ratify a specific list of S.M.A.R.T. goals 

pursuant of the Feb. 2, 2017 special meeting. -Done 

2. By May 31, 2017, the Commission will identify at least two neighborhoods 

in the city of Waterloo that are of the highest-priority of obtaining a historic 

designation survey, to be obtained by December 31, 2012 –Done  

3. By April 1, 2017 two commission board members will prepare a formal list, 

with descriptions, entitled “Most Endangered Buildings of Waterloo” which 

will be ratified by the commission by April 30, 2017. -Done 



4. By March 1, 2018 the commissioners will prepare a formal list, with 

descriptions, entitled “Most Endangered Buildings of Waterloo 2018” which 

will be ratified by the commission on by March 1, 2018 - Done 

5. By February 1, 2019, the commission will seek, and if possible, identify an 

appropriate church and prepare a Letter of Intent for the 2018 cohort of 

participants in the National Fund for Sacred Places in collaboration with 

the National Trust for Historic Preservation. For the Partners for Sacred 

Places Fund.  

6. By March 1, 2019 the commissioners will prepare a formal list, with 

descriptions, entitled “Most Endangered Buildings of Waterloo 2019” which 

will be ratified by the commission at the March meeting.  

 

Goal C: Education/Community Outreach/Communication:  

 

1. Prior to the Commission’s Historic Preservation Award’s ceremony, a 

member of the Commission will sign and send an invitation to the 

ceremony to each of the Waterloo City Council members and the Mayor 

of Waterloo. Such action will occur each year that the Commission holds 

a ceremony. 

2. By February 24, 2017 a board member will prepare a letter to the Waterloo 

City Council in support of the Council approving the partnership and 

memorandum of understanding with the Walnut Neighborhood 

Association - Done 

3. By May 31, 2019, two commission board members will prepare an article 

for publication in the Waterloo Courier listing and describing the Most 

Endangered Buildings of Waterloo as ratified by the Commission in April of 

2017.  

4. By September 30, 2017 a board member of the Commission will prepare a 

student contest related to Historic Preservation for entry and awarding at 

the 2018 Waterloo Historic Preservation Commission Awards Ceremony. -

Done 

5. By January 31, 2018 a board member of the Commission will contact the 

school district to set up the student art contest for the 2019 Awards 

Banquet.  

6. On October 23, 2018 the commission will give a presentation at the 

Waterloo Public Library.  

7. By May 31, 2019 two commission board members will prepare articles for 

publication in the Waterloo Courier that will discuss the Most Endangered 

Building List and other subjects. 

8. By September 30, 2019 a board member of the Commission will contact 

the Waterloo School District or at least one local elementary school or 

middle school, to inquire about hosting a board member of the 

Commission at a school period for purposes of discussion the importance 

of local history and historic preservation to students 



 

Goal D: Funding:  

 

1. By December 31, 2017 the Commission will apply for at least two grant 

applications, not with the Community Foundation of Northeast Iowa, for 

the support of a Historic Preservation Project. - Done 

2. By December 31, 2017, the Commission will identify other sources of 

potential support for projects.  

3. By June 30, 2019 the Commission will apply for a grant with the 

Community Foundation of Northeast Iowa for purposes of support a 

project of the Commission 

 

Goal E: Internal Development:  

 

1. By December 31, 2019, at least one-third of board members will have 

attended an education seminar, workshop, webinar, or conference that is 

approved for state accreditation credits.  

2. By December 31, 2019, at least 3 members of the board will have 

attended an education seminary, workshop, webinar, or conference that 

is approved for state accreditation credits.  

 

 

 



Possible Future Project List 

 

 

 Historic Surveys (Supporting Goal B)  

 

o Church Row Historic Neighborhood 

o Highland Neighborhood 

o Kingbard/Prospect Areas 

o Hammond/Wellington Area 

o Expanded Triangle 

o Other Significant Areas 

 

 Highland Neighborhood Improvements (Supporting Goals 

A, B, and C)  

o Highland Neighborhood Independence Gateway 

Arches  

o Highland Neighborhood Powder Coating  

  

o Highland Neighborhood Highland Blvd Plaques 

o Highland Neighborhood Historic Plaques 

o Highland Neighborhood Tourist Walk Brochures 

Printing 

o Highland Neighborhood Tourist Walk Brochures 

Design 

o Highland Neighborhood Real Estate Agent Flyers 

Printing  

o Highland Neighborhood Real Estate Agent Flyers 

Design 

 

 Working with non-profit agency to create a revolving loan 

fund (Supporting Goals A, B, and D)  

 

 Funding to allow all historic commissioners and staff person 

to attend Preservation Iowa and/or the National Alliance 

of Preservation Commissions (Goals A, C, D, and E)  

 

 Funding or Partnerships to Restore Historic Structures in 

Waterloo working with the city or private owners and 

possible reuse of commercial properties (Supporting Goals 

A, B, and D)  

o Dunsmore House  

o Walnut Baptist Church  

o Mt. Moriah Missionary Baptist Church 



o Rath Administration Building 

o St. Mary’s 

o Other historic structures 

 

 Creation and distribution of a series of brochures on 

historic preservation in the city including historic sites, 

neighborhoods, and walking tours (Supporting Goals A, B 

and C).  

 

 Creation of a multi-agency task for to develop long range 

goals for economic development and historic preservation 

that could lead to possible creation of a Community 

Economic Development Corporation (Supporting Goals A, 

B, C, and D)  

 



Map and Brochure Ideas 

 

Walking Tours 

 

 Highland Neighborhood/Mortimer Cleveland Homes 

 East Side Commercial District 

 West Side Commercial District 

 Church Row Neighborhood 

 Walnut Neighborhood 

 Kingbard/Prospect 

Brochures 

 Buildings on National Register of Historic Places 

 Civil Rights Sites (once Civil Rights Grant Project is done)  

 The Benefits of Historic Preservation  

 Historic Tax Credit Projects in Waterloo  

 Opportunities for Historic Projects 

 

 

 




